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Christmas, for me, has always exhibited a 
paradoxical quality, as Chesterton reminds us. 
Whenever I have striven to create the best 
Christmas ever it has rarely lived up to my 
expectations. When I have thought that 
Christmas was going to be pretty miserable, 
due to lack of funds or being separated from 
family, I have usually found some joy. With this 
paradox in mind, I am in a quandary as to what 
approach I should bring to this Christmas. Last 
year, during lockdown, my youngest daughter, 
Jasmine, was going to spend the first 
Christmas Day with me since she was three 
years old, which meant I had been waiting 
eleven years to do so. You can imagine the 
level of hope and expectation I had for the best 
Christmas ever. You can also probably imagine 
the level of disappointment I felt when her trip 
to the UK was cancelled, due to Covid. I can 
barely bring myself to tempt Fate by saying 
that, this year, all being well, Jasmine will be 
with me and it’s very difficult not to get 
overexcited at the prospect!

I think that there is a lesson for all of us in the 
Christmas season. For me the key to a great 
Christmas comes through resisting the 
impulse to create in reality the ‘perfect’ 
Christmas of my imagination. To hold the 
season gently and let it unfold naturally.  
Through this, the spiritual significance of the 
Christian story becomes clearer to me, and 
I’m more present to those whom I love and 
who love me. I agree with Chesterton that 
Christmas is a paradox. We, in our homes, 
celebrate the birth of a homeless child, born in 
poverty, by being with our loved ones, at 
home, with an abundance of good food and 
comfort. Yet, at the height of one of the 
busiest, most consumerist-driven times of the 
year, we can find joy in simple things, 
particularly in the company of those most dear 
to us . . . hopefully!

Happy Christmas to you all! 

Simon 

‘Christmas is built upon a beautiful and intentional paradox; that the birth 
of the homeless should be celebrated in every home.’

G. K. Chesterton

We will be running a lit 
labyrinth mediitation on the 
weekend before Christmas. 
Whether you have attended 
one of our labyrinth walks 
before or not, come along 
see our church 
spectacularly illuminated by 
candlelight and enjoy a 
peaceful hour of serenity in 
the midst of the pre-
Christmas bustle. Not to be 
missed. See our ‘What’s 
Happening’ page for details.



Sunday 5 December: Community Service (online only)

This service will take place on Zoom. Please let me know your favourite Christmas readings and if 
you are willing to read.

 
Sunday 12 December: Hope, Faith, Joy and Peace

As a community we don’t observe the ‘themes’ of Advent in a formal way through lighting Advent 
candles. But there are very ‘liberal Christian’ Unitarian ways of perceiving Advent. In this service 
we will look at these themes to see their relevance for our own spiritual life.

Sunday 19 December: Christmas: a Celebration of Life

In much of our Unitarian literature, both local and national, we talk about the ‘celebration of life’ as 
one of our central aims. This goes hand in hand with another one of our principles: to affirm the 
inherent worth and dignity of all. The birth of Jesus in the Christmas story speaks to many aspects 
of Unitarianism. 

Sunday 26 December: No Service
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Services will be both in church and on Zoom, unless otherwise stated. The Zoom login link is 
given below. Please continue to wear a face covering if you are attending church.

Sunday Services at 11–12 a.m.

URL for Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/101828528

Singing service. As face coverings may be removed for singing, we encourage those 
who wish to sing to take a lateral flow Covid-19 test before coming to church. Anyone not 
wishing to participate may move to the back of the church or leave the room during hymns.



Sunday 5 | 2–3.30 pm

Reflective Journaling Group (Zoom only)

We meet monthly on Zoom, usually the first 
Sunday of the month, with open minds and 
open heart for a time of shared reflection on our 
lives as they are unfolding. 

If you are interested to know more please text 
or call Kitty Lloyd-Lawrence on 07976 615586.

Thursday 9 | 9–10.30 am
Spiritual Companions 
Interfaith Group (Zoom only)

We meet monthly on Zoom, usually the first 
Thursday of the month. We base our reflections 
and shared experiences on 'Your Spiritual 
Health Programme',  which is free to  download 
from https://spiritualcompanions.org/. 

If you are interested to know more please text 
or call Kitty Lloyd-Lawrence on 07976 615586.

Thursday 2, 9 | 6–7 p.m.

Meditation (Zoom only)

There is no need to be a zen master for this 
practice and practical guidance will be given to 
help you improve your meditation practice.

Contact : Rev. Simon Ramsay / 
minister@rpuc.org.uk
URL for Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/81523477909

Tuesday 14 | 5.30–7 p.m.

Management Committee meeting (Zoom 
only)

As is our tradition, these meetings are open to 
all to attend, unless a sensitive agenda item is 
tabled. The meeting will be on Zoom - if you 
wish to attend, contact info@rpuc.org.uk for the 
login details.

Contact : David Watson / info@rpuc.org.uk

Saturday 18 | 6–8.30 p.m.

Sunday 19 | 5–7 p.m

Lit labyrinth mindfulness walk

As we are not having a carol service or 
Christingle this year, I thought that we could 
have a lit labyrinth. Come and soak up the 
rather magical ambience to bring about those 
Christmassy feelings. Please let me know if you 
intend to come so we don’t have everyone 
arriving at once.

I NEED HELPERS on the evening of the 17th 
December  7–8.30 p.m. to mark out the 
labyrinth. Then on the 18th (6–8 p.m.) and on 
Sunday (5–7 p.m.) run the lit labyrinth sessions.

For further information about any of these 
activities, please email 

info@rpuc.org.uk.

See also our website at: 

www.rpuc.org.uk
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We are a radically inclusive community of open hearts
and open minds, where individuals are free to trust

their conscience in matters of spiritual inquiry, and the
inherent worth and dignity of all humankind is

celebrated, irrespective of race, social status, gender or
sexual orientation.

Contact

Minister | Rev. Simon Ramsay

07915 618549 |

minister@rpuc.org.uk

Newsletter editor I Louisa Watson

newsletter@rpuc.org.uk

General inquiries

info@rpuc.org.uk 

Lettings inquiries

lettings@rpuc.org.uk

Postal correspondence to the church address 

in the first instance

Richmond and Putney Unitarians,        

Ormond Road, Richmond TW10 6TH

For more information on activities at RPUC 

visit our website:

www.rpuc.org.uk

Find us

We are ten minutes’ walk from Richmond 

Station (Southwest Trains, London 

Overground and District Line) and two 

minutes’ walk from the bus station. Cars can

enter Ormond Road one way only (from the

Richmond Bridge end).

https://goo.gl/maps/cTtbX8acyY12richmond


