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‘Because true belonging only happens when 

we present our authentic, imperfect selves to 

the world, our sense of belonging can never 

be greater than our level of self-acceptance’ 

– Brene Brown

One thing that many of us will have in 

common is the joy that we discover when we 

happen on a group of people or a community 

where we can be ourselves. The sense of 

relief I felt when I walked through the doors 

of the first Unitarian congregation I had ever 

encountered (and later became I became a 

member of) was profound. Not immediately 

… I had to get over the form of the service 

first, which reminded me strongly of the 

Anglican hymn sandwich of my youth. 

 But upon close listening I realized there 

was a radical difference in the words being 

spoken. They were words that explored and 

inquired rather than ones which definitively 

stated a truth. These words honoured the 

existence of further questions, gave space for 

me to weigh up ideas, for my discernment 

and even for my doubts! This was a place 

where the heady mixture of belief and 

unbelief within me was welcomed. All of 

me. I felt as though I belonged.

 In our process of moving RPUC into a 

CIO (Charitable Incorporated Organization) 

and, through this gaining our own 

independent charitable status, we have the 

opportunity not only set out who we are for 

the CIO, but also to clarify those aspects of 

being together that are important to us as 

community.

 It is probably no surprise that I hope for 

us the kind of openness, kindness and 

acceptance that I first experienced in 

Unitarian community. A place where we can 

own our imperfections as part and parcel of 

the process of growth. A place of loving self-

acceptance and acceptance of others. A place 

where individual depth of being is explored 

within authentic community.

Simon 

N.B. On Tuesday 15 June, there will be a 

meeting of the CIO working group online. 

We are in the process of drawing up a new 

constitution for RPUC as we apply to 

become a Charitable Incorporated 

Organization. All RPUC members are very 

welcome to attend. 

Meeting ID: 810 0073 1823

Join URL: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81000731823

Welcome and Belonging



(Services will be both in church and on Zoom. The Zoom login link is given below.)

Sunday Services at 11-12 a.m.

URL for Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/101828528

Sunday 6 June: Everyday Reverence

In this service we will look at the many ways that we can express our spirituality in 
our day-to-day living. There are many ways to create a sacred life: from having an 
attitude of gratitude to a daily spiritual practice. We will explore these ideas in more 
depth. 

Sunday 13 June: 

There won’t be a service in church this Sunday as I will be away, but we will keep 
you posted via email if there is another Unitarian congregation we can join for their 
service on Zoom. 

Sunday 20 June: A Culture of Belonging

To feel that we belong somewhere in authentic community is no small thing. For this 
service please come willing to share your own journey into Unitarianism so we can 
discuss how we can create a culture of acceptance and belonging.

Sunday 27 June: The Alchemy of Levity

A sense of humour in the face of the difficulties of life is, to my mind, essential in 
maintaining spiritual, psychological and emotional wellbeing. In this service we will 
look at the essential place of levity in our spiritual odyssey.

JUNE | services



Thursday 3, 17, 24 | 6-7 pm
Meditation (Zoom only)

There is no need to be a Zen master for this practice and practical guidance will be given to help 
you improve your meditation practice.

Contact : Rev. Simon Ramsay / minister@rpuc.org.uk

URL for Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/205074902

Sunday 6 | 2-3.30 pm
Reflective Journaling Group (Zoom only)

We meet monthly on Zoom, usually the first Sunday of the month, with 
open minds and open heart for a time of shared reflection on our lives 
as they are unfolding. 

If you are interested to know more please text or call Kitty Lloyd-
Lawrence on 07976 615586.

Thursday 3 | 9-10.30 am
Spiritual Companions Interfaith Group (Zoom only)

We meet monthly on Zoom, usually the first Thursday of the month. We base our reflections and 
shared experiences on 'Your Spiritual Health Programme',  which is free to  download from 
https://spiritualcompanions.org/. 

If you are interested to know more please text or call Kitty Lloyd-Lawrence on 07976 615586.

 
Tuesday 8 | 5.30-7 pm
Management Committee meeting (Zoom only)

As is our tradition, these meetings are open to all to attend, unless a sensitive agenda item is 
tabled. The meeting will be on Zoom - if you wish to attend, contact info@rpuc.org.uk for the login 
details.

Contact : David Watson / info@rpuc.org.uk

For further information about any of these activities, please email info@rpuc.org.uk.

See also our website at: www.rpuc.org.uk

JUNE | what’s happening



We are a radically inclusive community of open hearts
and open minds, where individuals are free to trust

their conscience in matters of spiritual inquiry, and the
inherent worth and dignity of all humankind is

celebrated, irrespective of race, social status, gender or
sexual orientation.

Contact

Minister | Rev. Simon Ramsay

07915 618549 |

minister@rpuc.org.uk

Newsletter editor I Louisa Watson

newsletter@rpuc.org.uk

General inquiries

info@rpuc.org.uk 

Lettings inquiries

lettings@rpuc.org.uk

Postal correspondence to the church address 

in the first instance

Richmond and Putney Unitarians,        

Ormond Road, Richmond TW10 6TH

For more information on activities at RPUC 

visit our website:

www.rpuc.org.uk

Find us

We are ten minutes’ walk from Richmond 

Station (Southwest Trains, London 

Overground and District Line) and two 

minutes’ walk from the bus station. Cars can

enter Ormond Road one way only (from the

Richmond Bridge end).

https://goo.gl/maps/cTtbX8acyY12richmond


