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the flame
" The secret of change is to focus all of
your energy, not on fighting the old, but on
building the new "

Minister's address // Simon Ramsay
Well friends change is afoot! We are now going to publish our wonderful
newsletter The Flame once every two months. This is so Clare, our
editor, is not having to work so hard so frequently. Church work it
seems is never ending and the work load on the few can take its toll, so
it is up to all of us to evenly distribute the work load so no one person
feels that they are unfairly burdened.
It has also come to my attention that more often than not some of the
information in The Flame isn't being read. An example of this is that no
one has attended the breakfast reflections for the last two months in a
row. I know that many of us, for whatever reason, cannot make it, which
is fine. It is when people aren't receiving the information that is more of
an issue. To remedy this I will be sending out a weekly notices email
circular to remind everyone of what is happening for the upcoming
week. If you do not usually work with email and wish for me to tell you
what activities are happening through a diﬀerent mode of
communication please let me know.
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We are not your usual church so we don't have a liturgical calendar to
work from or strict guidelines by which to work. This gives us the
freedom to become a community that represents those people who are
involved, and so we must change to accommodate this.
Many of us have busy lives and as such, whilst church life is meant to be
joyful, it can sometimes turn into something of a headache. It takes each
of our skills and dedication to meet the needs thrown up by modern life
and to be a liberal religious voice for a world that needs our message of
love.
If you feel you can help in any way to aid the smooth running of RPUC,
from coﬀee making to committee membership, please come and see me
and together we can focus on building the new.

RPUC bookclub
Wednesday 8 November
Paulo Coelho - The Alchemist
Simon Ramsay

This book was such an inspiration to me in my early spirituality.
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This Brazilian author filled me with wonder about the potentialities open
to me if my attitude toward life opened up. Many of you, I know, will have
read this book but so much more comes out of these books when we reengage with them with one another. I do hope you can come along!
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Unitarian beginnings
Clare Taylor

were several early radical
reformers who declared
themselves Unitarian who
suffered imprisonment and
martyrdom.

As I wondered what to fill this
space with, it occurred to me
that I don't really have a sense
of the roots of Unitarianism. So
I'm going to pull together some
information I've found across
the internet and present it here.

As time moved on, the central
tenet of 'God as one' gradually
became less of a taboo subject
within the wider Christian
church, but it was not until 1813
that Unitarianism finally became
officially legal.

The history page of the national
Unitarian website tells us that
the earliest Unitarian gatherings
emerged in Poland and
Transylvania in the 16th century.

Some key figures in early
Unitarianism

Although Unitarianism emerged
from the Christian faith, one of
the key differences between
Unitarians and most other
Christian groups was a
disregard for the trinity.
Unitarians saw God as a
singular entity, not split into the
Father, son and holy spirit.
Indeed, this explains the reason
for the movement's name 'Unitarianism' as opposed to
'Trinitarianism'.
Due to the radical nature of this
viewpoint in the context of the
time, anyone found to hold such
beliefs were liable to receive the
death penalty! There was an Act
of Parliament in effect from
1689 ('The Toleration Act') which
effectively made denial of the
trinity - and therefore anyone
defining themselves as
Unitarian - illegal. Indeed there
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> John Biddle - a Gloucester
school-master often called the
father of English unitarianism,
wrote and spoke extensively on
his views and died in prison in
1662.
> Joseph Priestley - a scientist,
widely credited with the
'discovery of oxygen'. Priestley
consistently tried to fuse
Enlightenment rationalism with
Christian theism, and
advocated the free and open
exchange of ideas. One of his
own ideas that caused him to
take exile in Pennsylvania, was
his outspoken support of the
French Revolution.
> Theophilus Lindsay - founded
the first avowed Unitarian
church in Essex Street, London
in 1774. The site remains to this
day, the headquarters of
Unitarianism in the UK.
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Services are on Sundays at 11am >
Led by Rev. S Ramsay, unless
otherwise stated .

OCT
services

Organ rota >
1, 8, 15 Margaret Lord .
22 Christopher Johnson .
29 Margaret Lord .
Coffee >
Will be a joint effort .

Celebrating Harvest
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Come and join us to celebrate and to give thanks for the food
that we have, those people that work hard to produce our
food and to think of those people in the world where food is
not in abundance. Please bring along an offering of dried
or tinned food to be given to the local food bank.

The wisdom to know the difference
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In my mind the serenity prayer is one of the most profound in
religion as it remind us of both our responsibilities and limits in
a spiritually oriented life. How do we know what is our
responsibility? How do we know our limits? Where do we find
the wisdom to know the difference.

Guest Minister - Lindsay Stevens
Shy kids don't get candy
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Humility is a virtue which is applauded by most religious
paths. Is there still a place for humility in the modern world
where it is commonly accepted that we have to strive and
compete to get what we need? Is there a limit to humility? I
will look at inspirational spiritual teachers on the theme of
humility so we may ascertain whether or not it is a virtue we
should strive to achieve.
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Reflective breakfast - 'Affirmation'
Service - Together we are stronger
The theme of this reflective breakfast is
aﬃrmation. 'Aﬃrmation' is quite the catch phrase
in popular spirituality but is there any benefit in
working out and daily stating our aﬃrmation?
Please come and share your breakfast during
this reflective session. Starts promptly at
9.30am.
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We belong to a tradition where independence is
cherished. This independence, and related
freedom, is first extended to the individual in
matters of faith and belief but then also to each
one of our congregations which are self
governing and autonomous. In this service I will
look at the importance of retaining our
independence and also what responsibilities this
puts on us for the generations to come.
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Services are on Sundays at 11am >
Led by Rev. S Ramsay, unless
otherwise stated .

NOV
services

Organ rota >
5, 12, 19, 26 Margaret Lord .
Coffee >
Will be a joint effort .

Freedom fighter or terrorist?
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On the day when many of us will be wrapping up to go and
watch firework displays many of us will forget that originally
Guy Fawkes night is a sectarian celebration. I'm sure that the
sympathisers of Guy Fawkes saw him as a freedom fighter
where as the government saw him, to use a modern word, as
a terrorist. Where is the line drawn for us?

Remembrance Sunday - Preacher TBC
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Please arrive ten minutes early for this service to hold the
two minutes silence.

Guest Minister - Lindsay Stevens
All attendance - Welcome and rededication
Well it's time to celebrate our wonderful community once
again by welcoming in new members to our congregation
and also a time for existing members to give thanks and
rededicate themselves once again to the purpose of open
and liberal community in Richmond.
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Following this service there will be a bring and share
lunch; please join us.
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We need your socks and old woollen jumpers!
A few messages from friends ...

Naomi R collects socks to distribute for the
homeless and rough sleepers.
This is her message -

Hi everyone
Just to say as the weather is changing I have re-started the sock drop.
As people have kindly donated throughout the year I currently have
plenty to be going on with but do keep in mind if you find yourself with
spare pairs (in good condition) that are not needed …
Thanks to you all
Naomi
Socks can be brought into church on a Sunday, or you can contact
Naomi on 07772 699060.

Lindsay S is
undertaking a felting
project. This image
(probably) bares no
relation to it..

Lindsay would like any unwanted woollen material (75% wool or more,
can be moth damaged). Please contact Lindsay on 07452 993356.
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OCT
calendar

Sunday 1 | 12.30 pm-2 pm
Management Committee
As is our tradition, these are open to all to attend, unless a sensitive
agenda item is tabled.
Contact : Rev. Simon Ramsay, David Watson

Monday 2 | 7-8.30 pm
Development Group
An open working group looking for ways to grow and enhance our
church community and explore options for its sustainable future. Bring
your energy and ideas.
Contact : Rev. Simon Ramsay, David Watson

Every Tuesday | 6.30-7.45 pm
Light Tribe Yoga
A yoga class designed to increase emotional resilience and build
strength. Especially helpful for carers.
Contact : Clare Taylor

Every Wednesday | 2–3 pm
Coffee with the minister
Simon will be available at Tide Tables near Richmond Bridge if you
wish to drop by for a chat. This is an open social gathering, but one-toone pastoral sessions are also bookable later in the afternoon or at any
other time needed.
Contact : Rev. Simon Ramsay

Wednesday 4 | 1-3 pm
Stitches and Stories (Holland Room)
Our craft and storytelling group meets to knit, crochet or sew items to
be donated to charity. Good company and good causes make for a
lovely afternoon.
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Contact : Margaret Lord
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Friday 6 | 7-8 pm
Creative Journaling
The journalling group, all warmly welcomed, shares silence, a
check-in, takes time for writing or reflection, some time for sharing
as wished. Sometimes we work with a theme, sometimes the theme
emerges out of our check-in.
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Contact: Kitty Lloyd Lawrence, Helen Nicholls

Saturday 7 | 10.30 am-1pm
Gardening club
A group of volunteers meets once a month to tend the garden areas
around our church. All volunteers welcome.
Contact : Margaret Lord

Wednesday 11 | 7-8pm
Book club
This month's book to discuss is The Book of Hours by Rilke.
Contact : Rev. Simon Ramsay

Sunday 15 | 12.40 pm
Choir practice
Come and sing with us. No audition required!
Contact : Margaret Lord.

Monday 16 | 7-8.30 pm
Development Group
An open working group looking for ways to grow and enhance our
church community and explore options for its sustainable future.
Bring your energy and ideas.
Contact : Rev. Simon Ramsay, David Watson
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Let's do the time
warp again
A meditation upon
human nature and
the passage of time
David Strachan
I started writing earlier in the
month, reflecting on an August
which in childhood memory
always seemed to be golden
summer but now usually feels
like a prelude to Autumn.
Typically, I did not progress
beyond the first paragraph
owing to failure of inspiration
and lack of time.
Then a couple of weeks ago
the delivery of 4 unmissablebargain second-hand
bookcases, into a room already
full of piled-up furniture and
boxes of mainly books with no
space to put the contents,
forced me into long-overdue
action.
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I shuﬄed just enough stuﬀ
away from from one wall to
paint it then edged in 3 of the 4
bookcases, which meant I
could unpack some of the
books in turn, revealing a

carpet mostly unseen for
several years and freeing up
floorspace to access more
stuﬀ. Amongst this was a
grandfather clock occupying 3
extremely large, well-padded
boxes (case, mechanism and
hood), which had not seen the
light of day for 4 years when,
facing temporary
homelessness after selling my
house in West London
following separation, the RPUC
committee invited me to rent
the empty Manse for a few
months during a ministerial
interregnum.
The clock once belonged to my
grandparents and had not
worked within my lifetime but
followed me from house to
house in an increasingly
derelict state so, having money
in the bank from my share of
the house sale, I decided to
have it professionally restored.
Brought back to life, its tick
and chime were heard for the
first time in more than 60 years
(we will overlook the occasions
when a certain small boy would
pull on the weights to make the
hands go round and sound the
bell).
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When I moved to my new place
in Wales, the clock had to go
into suspended animation until I
got suﬃciently far with repairs
and redecoration to create a
suitable space for it. Now it is at
last revived in what I hope will
be its (and my) home for the
foreseeable future. Which brings
me back to my emerging
reflections on the passage of
time, through the rediscovery of
books and other things that
either reconnect me with my
own past life or have been in
the family far beyond my years
but with which I grew up (mostly
unread, I have to admit) as part
of the backdrop to my
childhood.
Time is perhaps only a measure
of change, by reference to what
appears to come before, so
rather than always being
pleasantly sentimental, these reconnections were sometimes
disturbing because they evoked
the realisation of how little, in a
subjective, mental time that is
both linear and cyclical like a
rolling wheel, we may progress
while deluding ourselves that
we are continuously moving
forward.
Meanwhile, a greater wheel rolls
on in the seasons and cycles of
the universe which knows no
lack of time, somehow
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symbolised by the stately slow
tick of the resurrected clock.
Profound thoughts coming out
of boxes - I went on to paint a
second, newly-liberated wall,
install the fourth bookcase and
empty another dozen or more.
There are still some left and I
have run out of shelves, but in
one box I did find a bottle of
beer...

Alan Price,
‘O Lucky Man’
" Everyone is going
through changes,
but the world goes
on the same "
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NOV
calendar

Wednesday 1 | 1-3 pm
Stitches and Stories (McLelland Room)
Our craft and storytelling group meets to knit, crochet or sew
items to be donated to charity. Good company and good causes
make for a lovely afternoon.
Contact : Margaret Lord

Friday 3 | 7-8 pm
Creative Journaling
The journalling group, all warmly welcomed, shares silence, a
check-in, takes time for writing or reflection, some time for sharing
as wished. Sometimes we work with a theme, sometimes the
theme emerges out of our check-in.
Contact: Kitty Lloyd Lawrence, Helen Nicholls

Sunday 5 | 12.30-2 pm
Management committee
As is our tradition, these are open to all to attend, unless a
sensitive agenda item is tabled.
Contact : Rev. Simon Ramsay, David Watson

Monday 6 | 7-8.30 pm
Development group
An open working group looking for ways to grow and enhance our
church community and explore options for its sustainable future.
Bring your energy and ideas.
Contact : Rev. Simon Ramsay, David Watson
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Every Tuesday | 6.30-7.45 pm
Light Tribe Yoga
A yoga class designed to increase emotional resilience and build
strength. Especially helpful for carers.
Contact : Clare Taylor
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Every Wednesday | 2–3 pm
Coffee with the minister
Simon will be available at Tide Tables near Richmond Bridge if you
wish to drop by for a chat. This is an open social gathering, but oneto-one pastoral sessions are also bookable later in the afternoon or
at any other time needed.
Contact : Rev. Simon Ramsay

Sunday 19 | 12.40 pm
Choir practice
Come and sing with us. No audition required!
Contact : Margaret Lord.

Monday 20 | 7-8.30 pm
Development Group
An open working group looking for ways to grow and enhance our
church community and explore options for its sustainable future.
Bring your energy and ideas.
Contact : Rev. Simon Ramsay, David Watson
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We are a radically inclusive community of open hearts
and open minds, where individuals are free to trust
their conscience in matters of spiritual inquiry, and the
inherent worth and dignity of all humankind is
celebrated, irrespective of race, social status, gender or
sexual orientation.

Minister | Rev. Simon Ramsay
07915 618549 |
minister@rpuc.org.uk
Newsletter editor I Clare Taylor
newsletter@rpuc.org.uk
General inquiries
info@rpuc.org.uk | 020 8332 9675
(answering machine)
Lettings inquiries
lettings@rpuc.org.uk
Postal correspondence to the
church address in the first instance

Find us
We are ten minutes’ walk
from Richmond Station
(Southwest Trains,
London Overground and
District Line) and two
minutes’ walk from the
bus station. Cars can
enter Ormond Road one
way only (from the
Richmond Bridge end)
https://goo.gl/maps/
cTtbX8acyY12

RPUnitarian
@rpunitarian
richmondandputneyunitarianchurch
www.rpuc.org.uk

RPUC, Ormond Road, Richmond, Surrey, TW10 6TH

